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Dr. David Fernández Puyana is a practitioner and 

international lawyer specialized in international human 

rights law, international relations, peace studies, United 

Nations and civil society movements. He was serving as 

legal and technical consultant at the Permanent Mission of 

Costa Rica to the United Nations in Geneva and assistant 

to the Chairperson-Rapporteur of the UN Open Ended 

Working Group on the right to peace and the OHCHR on 

the right to peace in its 30º Human Rights Council session. 

He is now serving as senior expert on peace and human 

rights at the UNESCO Liaison Office in Geneva 

As representative of UNESCO Etxea, the Spanish Society for International Human 

Rights Law and the International Association of Peace Messenger Cities, he has 

been the Director of the NGO Campaign on the Human Right to Peace during five 

years. He has also served as legal assistant to International Council on Human 

Rights Policy, the Catalan Red Cross and the Human Rights Office of the Ministry 

for Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation of Spain. He advises the 

Foundation Peace without Borders, which was founded by the well-known artists 

Juanes and Miguel Bose, in the field of peace and human rights.  

He obtained the title of Doctor in Law with European Mention by the University of 

Pompeu Fabra (Spain) with the higher mark in May 2104. The thesis was evaluated 

by Professors in Law and International Relations from the University of Notre 

Dame, Middlesex, Autonoma de Barcelona, Abat Oliba, Utrecht and Padova.  

He also holds a LLM on Human Rights Law by the University of Essex (UK), an 

MA on Human Rights Protection by the University of Alcala de Henares (Spain) and 

MA on International Relations by the University of Pompeu Fabra. He is also 

graduated in Law, Philosophy and Education Science by the University of Barcelona 

and Pompeu Fabra. He obtained a human rights award by the School of Law of the 

American University in Washington DC.  
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Fully referenced articles in Journals 
 

 

Fernández Puyana, David. “Palestine in the crossroad between war and peace”, Una revista 

sobre el mundo, United Nations Association of Spain, March 2002 

 

———. “The France Republic, A new impulse in the United Nations?”, Una revista sobre el 

mundo, United Nations Association of Spain, January 2003 

 

———. “El régimen jurídico de protección de las minorías en el Este de Europa conforme a 

las Naciones Unidas”, III Spanish Meeting of the Studies about Western Europe, 

Cuadernos constitucionales de la Cátedra Fadrique Furió Ceriol, N. 43/44, Second 

Volume, 2003, Department of Constitutional Law at the University of Valencia (Spain), 

p. 125-131. ISSN 1133-7087  

 

———. “The legal limitations of “administrative detention” in the current struggle against 

terrorism: a juridical approach under the international human rights law and 

humanitarian law”, Office for the Promotion of Peace and Human Rights, Generalitat de 

Catalunya (Catalan government), First Human Rights Competition, Finalist, April 2008, 

p. 1-25 

 
http://www.gencat.cat/drep/ipau/sumaris/limitations.pdf 

 

———. “La noción de tortura y otros tratos o penas crueles, inhumanos y degradantes en el 

marco del Comité de Derechos Humanos y el Comité contra la Tortura de las Naciones 

Unidas”, American University International Law Review, Academy on Human Rights 

and Humanitarian International Law, Washington College of Law, vol. 21, Number 1, 

2005, p. 101-148 

 
 http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1046&context=auilr 

 

———. “La separación de poderes en tiempos de guerra?, Una respuesta al terrorismo desde 

la constitución de los Estados Unidos”, Revista Española de Derecho Militar, Ministerio 

de Defensa, N. 88, 2006, p. 201-216. ISSN 0034-9399 

 

———. “International Campaign on the Human Right to peace”, in Villán Durán, Carlos and 

Pérez Faleh, Carmelo, Regional Contributions for a Universal Declaration on the 

Human Right to Peace, SSIHRL with the sponsorship of the Asturian Agency for 

Development Cooperation of the Government of the Principality of Asturias, 2010, p. 

43-60 (Spanish version) and p. 61-80 (English version). Depósito legal: As-3313-2010 

 

Guillermet Fernandez, Christian, and Fernández Puyana, David. “From a Culture of Conflict 

to a Culture of Peace, Human Rights and Development.”, Diritti Umani/ Peace Human 

Rights, Special Issue on the Right to Peace, no. 2–3 (magg.-dic 2013), Human Rights 

Centre of the University of Padova, UNESCO Chair on human rights, democracy and 

peace and Region of Veneto, p. 13–40. ISBN: 978-88-317-1928 

 
http://unipd-centrodirittiumani.it/public/docs/PDU2313_A013.pdf 
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———. “Contribution of the Commonwealth to the Reinforcement of the Linkage between 

the Right to Life and Peace, Human Rights and Development within the Human Rights 

Council.” Journal of Human Rights in the Commonwealth 2, no. 1 (Spring 2014), 

University of London and Institute of Commonwealth Studies, p. 1–7. ISSN: 2053-1699  

 
http://journals.sas.ac.uk/jhrc/article/view/2096/2027 

 

———. “Guerra e pace: il ruolo dei diritti umani e del Costa Rica.” Scienza e Pace 5, no. 1 

(2014), Journal of the Sciences for Peace Interdisciplinary Centre, University of Pisa 

(Italy). ISSN: 2039-17492039SSN 2039-1749 

 
http://scienzaepace.unipi.it/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&catid=17%3Ademocrazia-e-

diritti&id=166%3Aguerra-e-pace-il-ruolo-dei-diritti-umani-e-del-costa-rica&Itemid=1. 

 

———. “The Right to Live in a Context of Human Rights, Peace and Development. A 

debate within the Human Rights Council” Policy Paper / International Catalan Institute 

for Peace, no. 11 (June 2014), p 1–7. ISSN: 2014-2765 

 

English: 
http://icip.gencat.cat/web/.content/continguts/publicacions/policypapers/2014/Arxius/Policy_Paper_11_A

NG.pdf 

French: 
http://icip.gencat.cat/web/.content/continguts/publicacions/policypapers/2014/Arxius/PolicyPaper_11_Fra

nces.pdf 
Spanish: http://icip.gencat.cat/web/.content/continguts/publicacions/policypapers/2014/Arxius/ICIP-castellano-19sept..pdf 

Catalan: http://icip.gencat.cat/web/.content/continguts/publicacions/policypapers/2014/Arxius/ICIP-cat-maquetat1909.pdf  

 

———. “The 30
th

 Anniversary of the Declaration on the Right of Peoples to Peace: an 

opportunity to reinforce the linkage between the right to life and human rights, peace 

and development.” Peace Forum 3 (2014), Peace Studies Association of Japan, 

Meijigakuin University, Tokyo, p. 1-18. ISSN: 244-8593 

 

———. “Analysis of the UNESCO approach to the notions of human rights, peace and 

development in the context of Culture of Peace", European Human Rights Law Review, 

issue 5 (2014), Thomson Reuters, London (UK), p. 439-455. ISSN: 13611526 

 

———. “Legal approach to the Chairperson-Rapporteur's draft Declaration in the light of the 

current debate on the right of peoples to peace", Italian Yearbook of Human Rights, 

2014, Peter Lang Academic Publishers, Brussels (Belgium), p. 341-413. ISBN: 978-2-

87574-217-9 
 

http://unipd-centrodirittiumani.it/it/pubblicazioni/Italian-Yearbook-of-Human-Rights-2014/1117  

 

———. “La diplomacia multilateral en temas de paz, derechos humanos y desarrollo dentro 

del sistema de las Naciones Unidas: los Grupos de Trabajo de composición abierta” en 

Collantes González, J.L, Derecho diplomático y consular: un Enfoque desde las 

Novedades y Permanencias en el Nuevo Milenio, Edición de la Facultad de Ciencias 

Jurídicas y Políticas de la Universidad Internacional de Cataluña, 2015, Barcelona 
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———. “The BRICS commitment in the promotion of equality between women and men: 

analysis from the human rights and peace perspective”, BRICS Law Journal, Vol. I 

(2015), Issue 1, February, p. 5-24, joint initiative from the Pontifical Catholic 

University of Sao Paulo (Brazil), Lomonosov Moscow State University (Russia), 

National Law University Jodhpur (India), Peking University (China) and University of 

Pretoria (South Africa), p. 5-24. ISSN: 2409-9058 

 
http://bricslawjournal.com/data/documents/Fernandez-iz-BLG_1_2014.pdf  

 

———. “Building human rights, peace and development within the United Nations”, 

Russian Law Journal, No.3 (2015). Issue.1, Moscow State Lomonosov University Law 

Faculty, Moscow (Russian Federation), p. 58-92. ISSN: 2309-8678 

 
http://www.russianlawjournal.org/index.php/jour/article/view/69 

 

———. “The ASEAN Human Rights Declaration, the Human Rights Council and the 

Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action”, Indonesian Quarterly, First issue, 

March 2015 (Vol. 43 No. 1), Yayasan Proklamasi, Centre for Strategic and International 

Studies, Jakarta (Indonesia), p. 40-54. ISSN: 0304-2170 

 

———. “The complementarity of the Security Council and the Human Rights Council in the 

promotion and protection of the right to life in conflict situation”, Research Paper 

Scienza e Pace, no. 26, March 2015, Journal of the Sciences for Peace Interdisciplinary 

Centre, University of Pisa (Italy), p. 1-31. ISSN: 2039-1749 

 
http://scienzaepace.unipi.it/images/RP/rp26_guillermet_puyana.pdf 

 

———. “The 70º Anniversary of the creation of the United Nations: giving peace a chance”, 

Cadmus, Vol. 2, Issue 4, April 2015, World Academy of Art and Science – honorary 

former members: Albert Einstein, J. Robert Oppenheimer, Joseph Rotblat or Bertrand 

Russell-, State of California (USA), p. 20-36. ISSN: 2038-5242 

 
http://cadmusjournal.org/node/456 

 

———. “Envisioning the right to life and Enjoy Peace, Human Rights and Development 

within the Human Rights Council”, Strategic Review, Number 8, June 2015, Faculty of 

Political Science and Journalism of Adam Mickiewicz University of Poznan, Poznan 

(Poland), p. 309-329. ISSN: 2084-6991 

 

———. “Savaş felaketi ve çatışmanın olmadığı bir dünya yaratma çabaları: arabuluculuk ve 

insan haklarının rolü” (“Efforts to create a world free of scourge of war and conflict: the 

role of mediation and human rights”), Insan haklari: baris hakki (Religion and human 

rights: right to peace), Nezir Akyesilmen et.all (eds.), Konya: Selcuk Universitesi İnsan 

Haklari Merkezi yayini (Human Rights Centre of the Selcuk University and the Raoul 

Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law). Publication in Turkish. 

 

———. “The African approach to the notion of peace, human rights and development”, 

African Human Rights Law Journal, Vol. 15, No. 2, December 2015, University 

of Pretoria (South Africa) (to be published) 
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Guillermet Fernandez, Christian, Perry, Donna J. and Fernández Puyana, David. “Health and 

the right to life in peace: where are the voices of health professionals?.” Health and 

Human Rights Journal, Vol. 17, Issue 1, June 2015, Harvard University Press, the FXB 

Center for Health in Harvard and a consortium members -Universities of Connecticut, 

Berkeley, Toronto, Columbia, Geneva, Georgetown and North Carolina-, p. 148-158. 

ISSN: 2150–4113 

 
http://www.hhrjournal.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2015/06/Perry.pdf 

 
———. “Reaching Shared Meaning for Peace”, Peace and Health Blog, International 

Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War, 27 August 2015 

 
http://peaceandhealthblog.com/2015/08/27/shared-meaning 

 
———. “Transforming our World: Reflections on the Sustainable Development Goal for 

Peace”, Blog, Health and Human Rights Journal, 15 September 2015, Center for Health 

and Human Rights and Harvard University Press, ISSN: 2150–4113 

 
http://www.hhrjournal.org/2015/09/15/sdg-series-transforming-our-world-reflections-on-the-sustainable-

development-goal-for-peace/ 

 
Pérez Faleh, Carmelo, and Fernández Puyana, David. “International Congress on the Human 

Right to Peace”, in Villán Durán, Carlos and Pérez Faleh, Carmelo, International 

Observatory on the Human Right to peace, SSIHRL with the sponsorship of the 

Diputación Foral de Gipuzkoa, 2012, p. p. 39-105. ISBN: 978-84-695-7373-0  

 

Villán Durán, Carlos, Parra, Carmen and Fernández Puyana, David. “Państwa Europy 

Wschodniej i prawo człowieka do pokoju” (The Eastern European States and the 

Human Right to Peace), Sprawy Międzynarodowe (Polish Institute for International 

Affairs), no. 1/2013. ISSN: 0038-853x 

 

Fully referenced articles in the Press 

 
 

Guillermet Fernandez, Christian and Fernández Puyana, David. “Paying real tribute to all 

victims of war and conflict”, Inter Press Service (IPS) News Agency, Section of Opinion, 

18 April 2015 

 
Spanish version: http://www.ipsnoticias.net/2015/04/un-real-homenaje-a-todas-las-victimas-de-la-guerra-y-los-

conflictos/ 
 
English version: http://www.ipsnews.net/2015/04/opinion-paying-real-tribute-to-all-victims-of-war-and-conflict/ 

 

Other academic and research activities 
 

Co-author of the Research Guide on Peace prepared by the UN Library of the United Nations 

Office at Geneva, November 2014, http://libraryresources.unog.ch/peace 

 

Member of the Russian Legal Community, which is part of the Moscow State Lomonosov 

University Law Faculty, http://www.russianlawjournal.org/authors/ 
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Member of the BRICS Legal Community, which is part of the Pontifical Catholic University 

of Sao Paulo (Brazil), Lomonosov Moscow State University (Russia), National Law 

University Jodhpur (India), Peking University (China) and University of Pretoria (South 

Africa), http://www.bricslawjournal.com/authors/  
 

Participation at the academic work of the World Academy of Art and Science, 
http://www.cadmusjournal.org/user/280 

 

Participation at the academic work of the Faculty of Political Science and Journalism 

of Adam Mickiewicz University of Poznan, http://studiastrategiczne.amu.edu.pl/wp-

content/uploads/2015/06/2015-8-noty.pdf  

 

Human Rights Prize awarded by the Academy on Human Rights and Humanitarian Law of 

the American University Washington College of Law (USA). 2005 

 

Finalist in the First Human Rights Competition, Office for the Promotion of Peace and 

Human Rights, Generalitat de Catalunya (Catalan government), 2008 


